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This technical report describes how Photovoice was used by the authors working with potential
female entrepreneurs to identify challenges and opportunities in Entre-STEAM (see Hynes et
al., 2023).

During a workshop on Female Entrepreneurship in STEAM, we used Photovoice (Wang &
Burris, 1997) to identify challenges and opportunities, the K-J method (Scrupin, 1997) to derive
themes from the challenges and opportunities, and group discussion to gather an in-depth
understanding from the participants.

Photovoice, a qualitative research method, allows participant to express their ideas and
thoughts visually through photographs, often supplementing the ‘words’ expressed by
participants in qualitative research. There are interesting examples where photovoice has been
used in healthcare including (Norris et al., 2020 and Campbell et al., 2021 and Quinlan, 2023).
In our research project, participants were to consider the Challenges and Opportunities of
Entre-STEAM, and we asked that they send us 10 photographs before the next workshop — 2
focusing on each of ‘challenges’, ‘opportunities’, ‘entrepreneurship’ and ‘STEAM’, with the
remaining 2 to focus on any of these topics. We encouraged, but did not require, that each
photograph could be accompanied by a caption, allowing the participants to express their
thoughts in words as well as in photographs.

During the first workshop, we described how the participants should approach photovoice.
Then, in pairs, we asked participants to walk around the campus for 20 minutes, working
together to take photographs, thus having discussion which supports the generation of ideas.
We have found this to be a powerful tool, particularly if participants are wary or nervous about
the photography requirement, as, often, this is a very new experience for them. When
participants returned, they discussed their photographs in groups of 6 (3 pairs), and a selection
were discussed by the full group. Through this exercise, participants were now in a position to
take the 10 photographs required for the project.

We encouraged participants to be imaginative, to view the world around them and to take
pictures which they considered would reflect their thoughts. People could recognise their
thoughts in what they do or see, or they could be creative and ‘set-up’ a scene which worked
for them. We asked them to avoid taking photographs of people, which can be very powerful,
but, because of General Data Protection Regulations' (GDPR), would add an extra layer of
administration to the workshop which can be easily avoided. There are times when having
photographs of others should be included, but, in our case, we did not believe this to be
necessary. In addition, participants were asked not to include images which may have copyright
attached.

Following the workshop, they took and returned their digital photographs within 5 days. We
printed these, and when they returned to week 2 of the workshop, participants added their

1See gov.ie - Data Protection and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (www.gov.ie)




captions. Additionally, they marked 3 of their own photographs which would definitely be used
in the final exhibition.

During the second workshop, we used the K-J method to group the photographs into themes
(REF). Participants had sufficient wall space to do this. Using all the photographs and their
captions, they silently grouped the photographs. Silence is important, as it allows the less-vocal
people to have an equal say in the grouping as those who are more-vocal. If two people disagree
on where a photograph is to be placed, then it can be put on its own. Once all participants were
happy with the grouping within which photographs were placed, group discussion was initiated.
In there are lone photographs, these should be discussed — in our case there were none. During
this discussion, participants wanted some clarification as to why particular photographs had
been placed in the group and whether they understood the caption correctly. This led to a
discussion on group titles, which we named as themes. Participants discussed themes, and by
consensus, titles were decided upon. The themes were printed as posters which were displayed
in the University of Limerick at International Women’s Day, in the NEXUS Innovation Centre
and in the Glucksman library. They are shown below.

Research into the next stage of the project is continuing.
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